
 

 

  

CASS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

SPECIAL MEETING  

  

June 23, 2022  

  

The Cass County Board of Commissioners met in special session on Thursday, June 23, 2022, in 

Commissioner Chambers. Due to COVID-19 concerns, public participation was offered via Zoom. 

  

Chair Dyes called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Commissioner Marchetti provided the Invocation. 

Commissioner Laylin led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

  

Clerk/Register Monica McMichael called roll:  

  

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   Ryan Laylin, Annie File, Skip Dyes, Roseann Marchetti, Robert 

Benjamin, Mike Grice and Jeremiah Jones. 

  

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:     None. 

  

STAFF PRESENT:   Deputy County Administrator Matthew Newton and Clerk/Register Monica 

McMichael.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 

 

Visitors present introduced themselves. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

Information Technology Employee James DeJong stated that he understood why the defined benefit 

pension had to go. He went on to state that he wanted the 4% Health Care Savings Plan. 

Chief Deputy Treasurer Paulette Johnson urged commissioners to accept the recommendation from the 

elected officials that placed 4% into the retirement plan instead of the health care savings plan. She 

went on to provide reasons why it benefitted the employees to do so. 

Probate Register Kelley James-Jura asked the board to push back the effective date of the change in 

retirement in order to give employees time to plan. 

Prosecutor Fitz asked that elected officials be allowed to speak during agenda item discussion. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Commissioner Grice moved, seconded by Commissioner Marchetti, to approve the June 23, 2022, 

Cass County Board of Commissioner's Agenda. Motion to approve the agenda carried by voice vote.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Non-Union Employee Retirement – Judge Bealor explained the proposed recommendation provided by 

the committee comprised of Judge Bealor, Sheriff Behnke, Treasurer Anderson, Clerk/Register 



 

 

McMichael, Administrator Carmen, Deputy Finance Director Moore, Chair Dyes and Vice Chair 

Grice. Discussion followed. 

 

Commissioner Grice moved, seconded by Commissioner File, to approve the Cass County Elected 

Officials’ & Administration 6/17/22 Recommendation to Cass County BOC regarding non-elected 

Non-Union Employees’ Transition from DB to DC as amended to include the Health Care Savings 

Plan with a 4% county contribution and a 3% employee contribution beginning October 1, 2022. Also, 

to offer an employer contribution of 12% to a defined contribution retirement plan to be increased by 

1% on the first of each year up to a total of 15% on January 1, 2025. Discussion followed. 

 

Commissioner Laylin moved, seconded by Commissioner File, to amend the motion to remove the 

required 3% Health Care Savings Plan employee contribution. The Chair instructed the Clerk to call 

roll: 

 

Yes (2): Commissioners File and Laylin. 

No (5):  Commissioners Jones, Grice, Dyes, Marchetti and Benjamin. 

 

Motion to amend failed by roll call vote. 

 

Commissioner Benjamin moved, seconded by Commissioner Laylin, to table the original motion until 

Deputy Finance Director Becky Moore could attend a board meeting to answer questions. Discussion 

followed. 

 

The Chair instructed the Clerk to call roll: 

 

Yes (5): Commissioners Jones, Laylin, Marchetti, Benjamin and File. 

No (2):  Commissioner Grice and Dyes. 

 

Motion to table carried by roll call vote. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

  

Commissioner Laylin moved, seconded by Commissioner Jones, to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice 

vote.  

  

The meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m.  

  

Approved:  _____________    
            Date                              
  

  
____________________________________________________  

    Chair Skip Dyes 
                                  

                                    

  
_____________________________________________________  
                       Monica McMichael, Clerk/Register  
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